
Coca-Cola Bin Grant Application 

 

Describe your organization and its mission (400 character limit). 

The Socorro County Chamber of Commerce (501(c)6) is organized to promote and 

coordinate the civic, commercial, residential, agricultural, industrial and cultural 

development of the City and County of Socorro, New Mexico. The Chamber also 

provides creative business leadership and effective coordination of all interested parties 

in solving local problems and in initiating constructive action. 

 

How would these bins assist you in achieving your recycling and environmental 

goals? (800 character limit) 

In the past, Socorro had curbside recycling available for residents; however, that program 

was phased out over time.  In an effort to renew recycling in the community, the 

Chamber has been working with the City of Socorro and local civic groups to build a new 

recycling program.  Currently, the program handles only white paper.  With the help of a 

Bin Grant, the program can expand to cover a wider geographical area and demographic, 

as well as include other types of beverage containers.  Expansion of the program will also 

help promote recycling awareness and education. 

 

Where specifically would you place the bins and why did you select these locations? 

(600 character limit) 

The bins will be placed at public special events held in the City and County of Socorro, 

New Mexico, such as the annual SocorroFest. Bins will be placed at these events because 

they are high-traffic events with food and beverage service, which will benefit from 

having recycling containers available. Other possible locations for the bins include 

vending machine locations in Socorro schools (which also serves to educate students 

about recycling), local tourist attractions, local businesses and gas stations, and various 

public spaces in other communities in Socorro County. 

 

How would you promote use of the bins? (600 character limit) 

To promote bin use as well as the Coca-Cola/NRC Recycling Bin Grant Program, articles 

detailing the program will be printed in local periodicals, including the two local 

newspapers: El Defensor Chieftain and Mountain Mail.  In addition to informing the 

public about the program, the articles will list bin locations to increase use. After a major 

event or collection, the Chamber staff will write about the events and take photos to 

submit to the local media. 

 

Estimate the number of individuals that would have access to the bins daily. 

5000 

 

Notes on estimate: 

The local high school (where bins would be placed near vending machines and food 

service) has an enrollment of 600 students who would have access to the bins each day. 

Public special events can vary in numbers of visitors.  The largest attraction in the area is 

the Bosque del Apache, which can receive upwards of 10,000 visitors per day—all of 

whom would have access to any bins placed there. 



 

Who would be responsible for servicing and collecting the containers from the bins? 

(300 character limit) 

The bins at special events will be serviced and emptied by those are in charge of any 

given event.  Bins at permanent locations, such as businesses or tourist attractions, will be 

serviced and emptied by local volunteers partnered with the Chamber. Also, these 

beverage bins can be used in fundraising and education programs for youth groups. 

 

What facility would the collected containers be taken to for processing and 

recycling? (400 character limit) 

The containers will be collected and processed by a recycling company in nearby 

Albuquerque, New Mexico.  If the amount of recyclable material collected is worthwhile, 

the Chamber will sell it as a fund-raising effort.  Otherwise, the Chamber will donate the 

containers to the recycling company. 

 

How would you use these bins to grow your recycling efforts further? (800 character 

limit) 

The Socorro County Chamber of Commerce currently has a small recycling program in 

place (limited to white paper), but it requires external help to grow the program. The Bin 

Grant bins will help to expand the Socorro recycling program to a wider geographical 

area and demographic than the Chamber can currently cover with its own resources. 

Having more bins available in Socorro and the surrounding areas will increase recycling 

and public recycling awareness and education. In addition, by not having to spend its own 

resources on these bins, the Chamber can use its funds to expand the program to other 

recyclables beyond white paper and aluminum cans. 

 

 

 


